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SUBJECT: PROTEST TO MFA RE HARASSMENT OF POST CORRESPONDENT GETLER 

1 . DURING HIS VISIT HERE THIS WEEK, WASHINGTON POST CORRESPONDENT 
MICHAEL GETLER HAS REPEATEDLY INFORMED EMBASSY OF HEAVY SURVEILLANCE- 

TO THE POINT OF HARRASSMENT-THAT HE HAS EXPERIENCED. GETLER SHOWED 
DCM A TELEGRAM HE HAD RECEIVED JANUARY 19 INDICATING HE HAD 
REPORTED THIS SURVEILLANCE TO THE WASHINGTON POST HOME OFFICE, 

WHICH HAD PROTESTED TO CZECHOSLOVAK EMBASSY DCM BUZEK AND HAD 
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BROUGHT THE MATTER TO ATTENTION OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

2. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH THE AMBASSADOR, GETLER INDICATED HE HAD 
TRIED TO INTERVIEW DEPUTY FONMIN SPACIL, BUT WAS UNABLE TO GET AN 
APPOINTMENT. HE HAD ALSO TRIED IN VAIN TO SEE MFA PRESS DIRECTOR 
KADNAR. HE FINALLY OBTAINED AN APPOINTMENT WITH KADNAR’S DEPUTY, 

SMID, BUT BY THIS TIME GETLER HAD BEEN SUBJECTED TO SO MUCH 
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HARASSMENT THAT HE MAINLY UTILIZED THE MEETING TO LODGE HIS OWN 
PROTEST. SMID FEIGNED IGNORANCE OF ANY SURVEILLANCE AGAINST GETLER, 
BUT INDICATED HE WOULD LOOK INTO THE MATTER. 

3. WHEN HEAVY SURVEILLANCE CONTINUED, GETLER VISITED SMID A SECOND 
TIME, WITH THE SAME DIALOGUE REPEATED. SMID TOLD GETLER THE 
WASHINGTON POST'S "ANTI- VIETNAM POLICY" ASSURED ITS STAFF A WELCOME 
HERE. GETLER REPLIED THAT HE WAS A REPORTER, NOT AN EDITORIAL 
WRITER AND ONLY WANTED TO GET HIS HANDS ON REPORTING ASSIGNMENTS, 
WHICH INCLUDED AMONG OTHER ISSUEES FOLLOWING UP ON CHARTER 77 AND 
SPEAKING WITH THOSE INVOLVED. HE POINTED OUT THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
HIS VISA FROM GOC WELL BEFORE THE CHARTER 77 STORY BROKE, BUT 

AT PRESENT THIS STORY IS OF OBVIOUS NEWS INTEREST. GETLER ALSO NOTED 
FOR THE RECORD THAT THE POST WAS NOT ALWAYS CRITICAL OF US 
POLICY IN VIETNAM. 

4. IN REVIEWING THESE DEVELOPMENTS WITH THE AMBASSADOR, GETLER 
SAID HE HAD COME TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA WITH AN ENTIRELY OPEN MIND. 

HE WISHED TO RAMAIN FULLY OBJECTIVE IN HIS EVALUATION OF CZECHOSLOVAK 
DEVELOPMENTS, BUT THE HARASSMENT AGAINST HIM TESTED HIS PATIENCE 
TO SAY THE LEAST. HE INDICATED HE INTENDED TO WRITE ABOUT THE 
TREATMENT ACCORDED HIM IN PRAGUE. 

5. WE DECIDED TO ASK FOR APPOINT WITH MFA SIXTH DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR 
TO LODGE EMBASSY PROTEST AT POLITICAL LEVEL CONCERNING THIS 
UNACCEPTABLE TREATMENT OF A VISITING US JOURNALIST. WHEN MFA 
TOLD US BOTH DIRECTOR ZANTOVSKY AND HIS DEPUTY NOVOTNY WERE ILL 
AND UNAVAILABLE, DCM ASKED TO SEE THE ACTING DIRECTOR. 
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6. ON JANUARY 20, ACTING DIRECTOR JIRI JANCIK RECEIVED DCM, 

WHO EMPHASIZED EMBASSY'S CONCERN OVER THE EXTRAORDINARY 
SURVEILLANCE AND HARASSMENT OF GETLER THROUGHOUT HIS VISIT TO 
PRAGUE SINCE JANUARY 17. DCM SAID EMBASSY IS PERSUADED THAT 
GETLER IS SIMPLY TRYING TO DO HIS JOB AS A REPORTER, BUT HAS BEEN 
SUBJECT TO ATTEMPTED INTIMIDATION FOR MAKING CONTACTS-EVEN WITH 
OTHER WESTERN JOURNALISTS, SPECIFICALLY AT THE LOCAL REUTERS OFFICE. 
SUCH HEAVY-HANDED ACTIVITIES CAN ONLY HINDER EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
BILATERAL RELATIONS, AND THEY VIOLATE PRECEPTS OF CSCE PROVISIONS 
FOR IMPROVING WORKING CONDITIONS FOR JOURNALISTS. 

7. NOTABLY, JANCIK DID NOT DENY KNOWLEDGE OF SURVEILLANCE, 

INSTEAD, HE TOOK THE POSITION THAT CZECHOSLOVAK HAS RECENTLY 
EXPERIENCED STEPPED UP CRITICISM BY AMERICAN JOURNALISTS, HAS 
BELIEVED THAT THESE JOURNALISTS HAVE VIOLATED THE "SPIRIT 

OF HELSINKI - WHICH IS TO IMPROVE INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING," AND 
HAS CONSEQUENTLY TAKEN STEPS TO INCREASE ITS VIGILANCE. HE 
THOUGHT SURVEILLANCE UNDER SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES WAS "NORMAL PRACTICE, 
EVEN IN THE UNITED STATES." DCM REJOINED THAT SUCH ACTIVITY WAS 
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DEFINITELY NOT NORMAL IN US. 

8. IN CONCLUDING THE DISCUSSION, JANCIK SAID HE WOULD BRING 
DCM'S REMARKS TO ATTENTION OF COMPETENT OFFICIALS. 

BYRNE 
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